	Agenda
	


Council
Adjourned on 13 February 2020 and reconvened
	Date:
	Monday 24 February 2020

	Time:
	6.00 pm

	Place:
	Council Chamber - Oxford Town Hall

	
	For any further information please contact: 

Jennifer Thompson, Committee and Members Services Officer
Telephone: 01865 252275
Email: democraticservices@oxford.gov.uk


If you intend to record the meeting, it would be helpful if you speak to the Committee Services Officer before the start of the meeting.

This meeting will also be available via a webcast (online video). The webcast is available to view on the City Council's YouTube channel live and after the meeting.
Please note: Public speakers will be filmed while in the Council Chamber by the Council for the live stream and online video of the meeting and may be filmed or photographed by others in attendance.
Attendees are asked not to film or photograph the public gallery.
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The quorum for this meeting is 12 members

Copies of this agenda
Reference copies are available to consult in the Town Hall Reception. Agendas are published 6 working days before the meeting and the draft minutes a few days after.

All agendas, reports and minutes are available online and can be:

· viewed on our website – mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk
· downloaded from our website

· viewed using the computers in the Customer Services, St Aldate’s, or
· subscribed to electronically by registering online at mycouncil.oxford.gov.uk
Summons

A meeting of the City Council will be held in the Council Chamber - Oxford Town Hall, on Monday 24 February 2020 at 6.00 pm to transact the business set out below.
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	At the meeting on 13 February 2020, Council agreed to defer consideration of Item 10 (Council Tax 2020/21) to its reconvened meeting on 24 February.
Once the remaining business was complete the Council meeting was adjourned to this date.
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	Council Tax 2020/21
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	The Head of Financial Services has submitted a report to the meeting of 13 February 2020 which sets out the necessary calculations to enable Council to set the 2020/21 Council Tax for Oxford City.

The Head of Financial Services has received confirmation from Oxfordshire County Council that their precept figure for 2020/21 is £70,102,622.52 giving a Band D Council Tax of £1,527.44 (para 17 of the report) and from the Police and Crime Commissioner for Thames Valley that their precept figure for 2020/21 is £9,926,278.74 giving a Band D Council Tax of £216.28 (para 18 of the report). At its meeting on 13 February Oxford City Council set its budget as set out in the reports and minutes of that meeting, resulting in a precept and Council Tax requirement of £14,407,726 excluding Parish precepts.

Councillor Turner, the Cabinet Member for Finance and Asset Management will move the recommendations and the Head of Financial Services will be available to answer questions.

Recommendations: Council is asked to approve for 2020/21: 

The City Council’s precept and Council Tax requirement of £14,679,191 including Parish precepts and £14,407,726 excluding Parish precepts.

The average Band D Council Tax figure (excluding Parish Precepts) of £313.92 a 1.99% increase on the 2019/2020 figure of £307.80. Including Parish Precepts the figure is £319.84, a 2.01% increase (see paragraphs 2 to 6 of the report).

A contribution of £10,000 to Old Marston Parish Council in recognition of the additional expenditure that the Parish incurs as a consequence of maintaining the cemetery (see paragraphs 9 and 10 of the report).

The amount of £623,305 to be treated as Special Expenses (see paragraph 13 of the report).

The Band D Council Taxes for the various areas of the City (excluding the Police and County Council’s precepts) as follows:


Littlemore
£358.22


Old Marston
£347.97


Risinghurst and Sandhills
£336.47


Blackbird Leys
£319.31


Unparished Area
£316.50

These figures include Parish Precepts and special expensing amounts as appropriate; in addition to the City-wide Council Tax of £300.34.

The Council is also asked to note: 

Oxfordshire County Council’s precept and Band D Council Tax as set out in paragraph 17 of the report;

The Police and Crime Commissioner for the Thames Valley’s precept and Band D Council Tax as set out in paragraph 18 of the report;

The overall average Band D equivalent Council Tax of £2,063.56 including Parish Precepts.

A recorded vote must be taken when voting to agree the Council Tax and associated resolutions.
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	Matters exempt from publication and exclusion of the public
	

	
	If Council wishes to exclude the press and the public from the meeting during consideration of any aspects of the preceding agenda items it will be necessary for Council to pass a resolution in accordance with the provisions of Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 specifying the grounds on which their presence could involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as described in specific paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act if and so long as, in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.

(The Access to Information Procedure Rules – Section 15 of the Council’s Constitution – sets out the conditions under which the public can be excluded from meetings of the Council)
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<TRAILER_SECTION>

Councillors declaring interests 

General duty

You must declare any disclosable pecuniary interests when the meeting reaches the item on the agenda headed “Declarations of Interest” or as soon as it becomes apparent to you.

What is a disclosable pecuniary interest?

Disclosable pecuniary interests relate to your* employment; sponsorship (ie payment for expenses incurred by you in carrying out your duties as a councillor or towards your election expenses); contracts; land in the Council’s area; licenses for land in the Council’s area; corporate tenancies; and securities.  These declarations must be recorded in each councillor’s Register of Interests which is publicly available on the Council’s website.

Declaring an interest

Where any matter disclosed in your Register of Interests is being considered at a meeting, you must declare that you have an interest.  You should also disclose the nature as well as the existence of the interest.

If you have a disclosable pecuniary interest, after having declared it at the meeting you must not participate in discussion or voting on the item and must withdraw from the meeting whilst the matter is discussed.

Members’ Code of Conduct and public perception

Even if you do not have a disclosable pecuniary interest in a matter, the Members’ Code of Conduct says that a member “must serve only the public interest and must never improperly confer an advantage or disadvantage on any person including yourself” and that “you must not place yourself in situations where your honesty and integrity may be questioned”.  What this means is that the matter of interests must be viewed within the context of the Code as a whole and regard should continue to be paid to the perception of the public.

*Disclosable pecuniary interests that must be declared are not only those of the member her or himself but also those member’s spouse, civil partner or person they are living with as husband or wife or as if they were civil partners.
</TRAILER_SECTION>
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